
Christ the King 

My dear Friends, 

This Sunday we join with our Christian sisters and brothers throughout the world in celebrating the Feast of Christ the King. 
This was a festival introduced to the Church Calendar comparatively recently in history, in the nineteenth century. This was 
a period when in many parts of Christendom earthly kings and queens were in some places at the peak of their power, wealth 
and influence. However it was not long before sovereigns like the Tsar of Russia, the Kaiser of Germany and Austro Hungarian 
Emperor were all to lose their thrones in the wake of the First World War. The subsequent rise of republics, communist and 
socialist regimes saw the power move from hereditary monarchs to the people, allowing them to choose their leaders and 
governments.  

By contrast the Church wanted to promote the Kingdom of Heaven ruled over by Christ the King. Throughout this season in 
our readings in church, we have heard Jesus speak about what his kingdom would be like and what it would mean to be 
subjects of that state. For him it would be a place where all were welcomed and where the outcast, sick and poor would be 
cared for and valued. Hence his following grew as he went through the country and met people of different backgrounds and 
life experiences. This message was not universally welcome, some of the Jewish religious leaders saw him as a threat to their 
authority and thought the claims that he was the Messiah were blasphemous.  

In our Gospel reading this week we return to the narrative of the final days of Jesus ministry when he is brought before the 
Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate. He has been handed over to the secular occupying power by Caiaphas accusing him with 
the knowledge that the Jews could not put him to death but the Romans could execute him if found guilty. "Are you the King 
of the Jews?" Pilate asks Jesus, he replies asking if the governor is speaking on his own or from the point of view of others. 
Pilate would obviously be concerned if Jesus sought secular power. The Jewish Sanhedrin were more worried that he claimed 
to sit on the throne of God. Jesus states "My Kingdom is not from this world..." Pilate does not want to discuss the nature of 
Jesus' rule but wishes to establish the veracity of his claim, he persists "So you are a king?" Jesus answered "You say that I am 
a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens 
to my voice".  

Jesus' Kingdom is not a secular nation apart from God but a land of people in relation to God. Jesus opposes the lies of those 
who condemn him with his message of truth. Those who pledge their allegiance to Christ as king have a very different calling 
to those who follow religious leaders like Caiaphas and Annas or the imperial rulers like Pilate. All of us who seek to be part 
of Jesus' kingdom must work for the truth, share his message of love and care even when those who have power around us 
seem to be following very different paths. This message that Jesus proclaimed 2000 years ago is still as valid today as ever 
before and those who rejoice to call Christ our King do so with joy as our lives are enriched here in this world and in the life 
to come. It is however a Kingdom that requires our energetic and committed response that it may be renewed for every 
generation, we need to pray sincerely and devoutly "Thy Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven".  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


